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Mexico’s energy reform
and the impact on foreign
investors, among other top-
ics, will be discussed by ex-
perts and guest speakers at
the Eagle Ford Consortium
on Wednesday at Texas
A&M International Univer-
sity.

The meeting is organized
in conjunction with the uni-
versity’s Binational Center
for Research, Education,
Leadership and Public Ser-
vice, and will begin at 10
a.m. in the Student Center
Ballroom.

A highlight will be the
presentation of the new Bi-
national Committee of Eagle
Ford Texas, whose mission
is to create links with indi-
viduals and corporations
who are interested in devel-
oping trade between the two
countries for the oil sector
as well as providing courses
for certificate, diploma and
career paths for those inter-
ested in the industry.

“What drove the creation

of the binational committee
was connecting people with
the same level of interests,
so Americans can be linked
to the Mexican side, which
generates a consistent flow
of information,” said María
Eugenia Calderón-Porter,
the Binational Center for
Research, Education, Lead-
ership and Public Service
director and Binational
Committee of Eagle Ford
Texas director.

Topics Wednesday will in-
clude recently passed ener-
gy reform in Mexico and
secondary laws that will be
implemented and their pro-
gress. Energy-related con-
cerns will be addressed by
Mexican lawyers, econo-
mists and human resource
officials.

Question and answer ses-
sions will follow presenta-
tions.

One presentation of con-
cern to geologists is a geo-
logical formation in Mexico
known as the Burgos Basin.

Fernando Camacho, co-
director of the Binational
Committee, is responsible

for developing a team to cre-
ate reports on the basin at
the request of the Mexican
Petroleum Institute.

“There are many re-
searchers in Coahuila form-
ing what we call baseline in-
formation. (Camacho) will
be here and will present up-
dates,” Calderon-Porter said.

Also planned is a present-
ation by Juan Carlos Solís
Mendoza of the Mexican
Bar Association, who spe-
cializes in agricultural law.
His presentation is impor-
tant, Calderon-Porter said,
because much of the land in
Northern Mexico belongs to
“ejidos,” or communal
farms.

“Who will benefit, or how
do we understand who will
participate, or how do we
manage the ejidos as they
are government lands, but
the ejidatarios (Spanish for
‘farm workers’) own the
product of these lands so
they will have a very special
place in all that lies ahead
as they will also receive
benefits,” Calderon-Porter
said.

Among those who are
scheduled to attend is Hec-
tor Garcia Garcia, legislator
for Nuevo Leon state and
chairman of the Burgos Ba-
sin Special Commission.

“We will have a one-day
workshop (today) where

they will study American
business to see what worked
successfully, see what com-
mittees have been developed
and what might apply to
Mexico,” Calderon-Porter
said. “It’s a great group of
people looking to do the best

thing for the people of the
northern region of the Mex-
ican Republic.”

(Malena Charur may be
reached at 728-2583 or mcha-
rur@lmtonline.com. Trans-
lated by Mark Webber of the
Times staff.)

Meeting to explore oil-related topics
BY MALENA CHARUR
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Oil workers push a piece of machinery at the Centenario deep-water drilling platform off the coast of
Veracruz, Mexico, in the Gulf of Mexico, on Nov. 22, 2013. The administration of Mexico’s President En-
rique Peña Nieto is pushing for an energy reform that will increase private investment in state-owned
oil company Pemex and Mexico’s oil industry as traditional “easy oil” reserves dry up, forcing the coun-
try to explore deep water and shale oil that are more expensive and complicated to extract.
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A lucky fifth grade stu-
dent in Laredo will be at
the nation’s capital today to
see President Barack Oba-
ma give the State of the
Union Address. 

Luis Castañeda, who at-
tends Cuellar Elementary
School, will be hosted by
U.S. Congressman Henry
Cuellar. 

He was selected through
an essay competition in
which the first line of his
paper stated: “Going to
Washington, D.C. with Dr.
Henry Cuellar will be the
highlight of my life.” 

Cuellar will cover the
airfare and hotel accommo-
dations for Luis and his
mother, Sylvia, in Washing-
ton, D.C. 

“For the sake of our na-
tion’s future, it is important
to open doors for young
people,” Cuellar said. “Ex-
posure to experiences they
would not have otherwise
helps the younger genera-
tions learn and grow. 

“It is even more impor-
tant when experiences such
as these greatly enhance
what is being taught in the

classrooms. I encourage
adults to create educational
opportunities for growth
and I encourage young peo-
ple to seek out and take
them.”

Luis and his mother will
be meeting Cuellar today in
Washington, D.C. The

young guest will find him-
self among an exclusive
group consisting of federal
representatives and sen-
ators during Obama’s
speech.

On Wednesday, he will
visit and explore historic
sites in the nation’s capitol. 

Boy to hear Obama talk

Luis Castañeda poses with Cuellar Elementary School Principal Me-
lissa Shinn. Hosted by U.S. Congressman Henry Cuellar, Luis will
see the State of the Union Address today in Washington, D.C. 
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CONNECTING WITH PRAYER TO NEW JERSEY
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As part of National Catholic School Week, St. Augustine High School Principal Olga Gentry leads her
students in a prayer service via Skype with students from St. Augustine School in South New Brun-
swick, N.J., on Monday morning.

A five-figure settlement
between Webb County and
a Laredo City Council-
man’s company was
reached Monday after offi-
cials agreed payment for
weatherization work was
warranted. 

Webb County commis-
sioners voted unanimously
on an $80,000 settlement
with Laredo Accurate In-
spections. 

The company, managed
by Charlie San Miguel, fil-
ed a lawsuit against Webb
County in July, claiming it
had not paid the business
more than $90,000 owed for
weatherizing homes.
Weatherization involves
modifying homes to make

them more
energy effi-
cient and re-
duce utility
bills. 

In late
2010, a state
investigation
found perva-

sive, systematic abuse,
fraud and misuse of weath-
erization funds and servic-
es by county employees. A
December 2010 report from
the state also listed almost
$90,000 in questioned costs
because contractors used
by the county did subpar
weatherization work on
about 20 homes that were
inspected.

However, that did not
prevent Webb County At-
torney Marco Montemayor
from finding the county at

fault for not
paying the
contractors
for the ser-
vices despite
the results
from the
state instiga-
tion. Monte-

mayor said his staff re-
searched opinions from the
Texas attorney general’s
office before recommend-
ing the county pay San Mi-
guel’s company. 

“While it is against the
law to use public money
for private purposes, there
are exceptions,” Monte-
mayor said. “In this case,
the contractors provided a
public service and are
therefore eligible to be
paid.” 

San Miguel said he was

happy with commission-
ers’ decision but perplexed
by comments from Webb
County Auditor Leo Flores.
Flores recently questioned
the county’s authority to
pay Laredo Accurate In-
spections and other con-
tractors due to the state’s
findings. 

“I’m pleased there were
several statements made
that supported the recom-
mendation of the county
attorney,” San Miguel said.
“I have no idea what Leo
was trying to say and he is
not an attorney. He needs
to recognize what area of
expertise he does not have
and that is one.” 

Six other companies
that weatherized homes for
the county have yet to be
paid. Ramon Villafranca,

assistant county attorney,
said a settlement should be
reached with each compa-
ny by the end of the year. 

“One down, six to go,”
Villafranca said. “We’ve al-

ready looked at some and
we’re going to be working
hard to get this behind us.” 

(Aldo Amato may be
reached at 728-2538 or aa-
mato@lmtonline.com)

County to pay firm $80K
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